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COMMUNICATIONS. 

For  f//e  Primitive  Baptist' 

DeAK  BP.OTIIEH  %^IFLE,   AND  TO  ALL 
•  ; 
WHOM  Tins  MAY  COME  :  { 

Being  confintd  with  a  rising,  so  that| 
I  canLOt  work,  I  thought  I  would  write; 
ft  few  lines  for  the  perusal  of  the  Editor, ; 
and  if  he  thinks  they  will  do  no  harm,  \ 
he  is  at  liberty  to  publish  them.  | 

I  have  tliosght  for  some  time  back 
that  I  would  write  a  little  on  the  same ' 
subject  that  has  agitated  the  public; 
mind  so  much  of  late,  in  the  case  of 
Elder  G.  M.  Thompson,  but  I  was  at  aj 
loss  for  words  to  express  my  feelings, 
and  give  no  just  cause  of  offence.    But  | 
I  have  seen   a  piece,  I  think,   in  tl\e. 
2ath  number  of  the  21st  vol.,  just  past, 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist,  over  the  signa- . 
turc  of  J.  11.  Kenneday,   that  so  com- 
pletely corresponds   with  •  my  feelings 
and  views  (so  f?ir  as  I  remember,)  ihat ' 
I  fcel  willing  to  endorse  that.    I   love  ; 
to  see  brethren  valiant  for  the    truth,  ^ 
.and  not  yield  one  inch   of  ground  to^ 
the  enemies  of  it.    But,  brethren,  we 
should  be  on  our  guard,  lest  while  we; 
are  trying  to  keep   the  enemy  ofF,^we  | 
should  leap  over  on  his  ground,  and  so 
there  mav  be  just  cause  of  complaint! 
against  \is.    Better  to   suffer  wrong  j 
than  do  wrong.    I  want  to  give  a  word 
of  admonition  to  the  brethren,  though  I 
feel  that  it  should   come   f«)m  some 
oth^r  qnnrtor.  • 


-J-M__  J.'^^,J  .  J^jr  ,.J.JiL. 

I  am  aware  that  the  enemias  ot  God 
and  truth  are  pointing  the  finger  of 
scorn  at  us.  But  I  am  anxious  that  v/e 
should  search  the  scriptures,  and  at- 
tend to  the  holy  injunctions  contaiiicd 
therein,  and  never  let  it  be  said  when 
Vv'e  are  persecuted,  that  we  are  buffeted 
for  our  faults.  In  this  ease  I  do  not 
tkink  it  would  be  for  the  glory  of  God, 
though  we  take  it  patiently.  I  want  to 
see  the  brethren  and  sisters  professing 
to  be  Primitive  Baptist?,  Hve  like  this 
world  was  not  their  home  ;  but  mani- 
fest by  their  conduct.,  that  they  were 
looking  forward  :  always  dealing  as  in 
the  presence  of  a  hcart-search^n^^  God, 
ever  trying  to  live  peacea«s>ly  wit'^i'-aM 
men,  and  not  try  to  avenge  oursclvee 
for  every  wrong  that  may  be  heapci^ 
upon  "US,  I  some  times  think  I  can 
see  wrongs  in  my  brethren  as  well 
in  myself,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  make  all  reasonable  aMowance  for 
the  iniperfections  of  the  fk?sh;-  but 
when  I  can  bear  no  longer,  I  feel  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  talk  to  them  privately, 
and  if  they  do  not  give  me  satisfaction, 
take  the  direction  of  the  Saviour — tiiko 
with  me  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the 
mouth  of  two  or  three  \.'itnevsses  eveiy 
word  may  be  established.  Then,  if 
satisfaction- is  not  obtained,  tell  it  ifo 
tlie  Church,  and  let  the  ChurcK  settle 
the  difficulty.  TLiis  is  the  course  I 
)mve  hitherto  pursued.  ^ 


Now,  for  the' 


PKIMITI  YE  BAPTIST. 


information   of  some  U  reckon  >you  ^did  say  it- 


-brother  Pur- 
botli   say  you 

ally  acquainted  wiiU  me,  and  others  in  ;  dicL"  He  then  went. on  to  say  that  he 
this  vicinity,  I  ieol  to  give  a  Btateiiient  |  '*  did  not  like  to  hear  the   old  Baptists 


bretnrcn  at  a  distance,  who  are  persorr- '  rish  .and  brother  Young 


Lliey 


of  eireumstaocos  as 
occurred  between  nryseli 
K:iLid,  (who  said  lie  .had  b 
ber  of  the  church  48  year 
liad  a  charge  brought 
the  church  until  I  did  it.) 


f  ^ 

ej^isted  .and  |iind  so  jnuuh  fivult  >of  tiie 
and  Wiiliam  |  , about  . bcegintrjiionev,  for 


J^Irssionariea 
they  would 

n  a  mem-  ail  take  it ;    .and  -wejit  on  to  -say  that 


agauist 


and  never 
iiiin  ia 


he  "  gave  to  all,"  and  he     never  had 
tried  one  but  what  watild  ;take  it,"  and 
fhe  -*'dkl  not  see  much  .difference." — 
.Tn  the. first  place,  I  hearJ  that  lie  had  pt^joti  .which  I  asked  lura  if  he  thougUt 
rsaid  that  I -had  been   going  down  the  j  it  was  right  for  a  <pi:eavihor  to  say  he 
country  preaching  for  anane}^    l^ut,  L-ould;preiich  at  any  .certain   place,  for 
knowing  him  to  be  sulyect  to  'n■se^UJ^-  ^^l)y  length  of  time,  for  .any  certain 

of  joking,  sujn-ofi-money,  and  .ifiie  ^did   not  get 


guarded  expressions,  in  .war,' 

at  first  I  paid  but  .little  attention  .to  it,  Uij^t-sum,  ho  would  not -preach  there? 
until  I  heard  of  hks  italking  -the  -same^jj^  anawered,  no,  .lie  did   not.    I  then 


at  different  times,  and.to  different  indi- 
viduals— at  one  time  to  brother  ii^y.ek i- 

.  el  Xoung,  and  at  another  time  to  old 
Bister  Nance,  and  at  another  .time  at 
the  meeting-house  in  the  presence  of 
several  persons,  among  whom  was  bro- 

:ther  Justus  Parrish— and,  hearing  all 

.  of  this  coming  from,  different  directions, 
it  hurt  jny  feelings,  and 
to  talk  with  him  to  knov/  what  lie 
meant  by  lalking  in  that  way  about  me. 
-And^^i  addition  to  that,  he  said  to  bro- 
x  1 1  or^ young  th at,  'tliare  was  ;uot  .much 
difference  between  the  Missionaries  and 

.the  old  .Baptist^,  and  he   thought  they 


asked  ;him  if  he  looked  ai.pon  it  vc^ 
criminal  ,in  .me  or. any  .other  man,  if  he 
or  any  other  man  gave  me  or  them 
any  thing,  as  a  present,  for^iu.s  lo  re- 
ceive it?  lie  stiid,  no,  he  didinot  thiidc 
it  was  wrong  for  us  to  receive  it. 
Then,  said  I,  you  make. a  difference  be^ 
'rentcnrecuons  i  begging tm on CsV,  as  the  Missiona- 

I  ^^^^^--^-'^^^^^^y^^^^,^^  ^  as   the  old 

Baptists  do,  -.(or  to  .that  rnnaunt.)  I  aljio) 
said,  "  you  i)reach  that  they  do  wrong 
hut  you  .are  iiiot  .willi^ng  iUr  jiuo  to 
preach  as  you  do."  And,  in  the  course 
of  our  conversation,  I  told  him  that  I 
did  jaot  .want  .any  .persoja  Xh  at  belie ved 
•tliat  .money  was  mv  object  in  tioino-  to 
the  Miss.onane*  would  .beg  for  "xmey,  I  ^^^.^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ,uepre!ach 

and  tlie<)ld  Baptists  would  take  all  tJiat  |  ^^^^.^  .  ^^^^  ^^^^^^     if  .tlmt  is  ^=o,   J  an,  a 

1  wolf  in  sliccp's  >clothing.  Upun  this 
1  w  e  brok  e  u  p  for  th  a  t  time, 
him  [  fphen,  on  the  1st  Sunday  in  July  last 
.  I  had  another  interview  with  hijn  ;  but 
j-obtained  no  satislactioi],  I  then  told 
He  inqui- 1        th.at  I  wanted  to  .ace  jiijn  and  bio- 


ought  to  come  together 


'Or   unite ;  for 


Avas  given  vthem.    Well,  the iirst  oppor- 
tunity I  got  to  talk  t-o  him   wa^  on  the 
2nd  Sunday  in  June  last,    'I  took 
off  and  told  him  I  wanted  him 
me  some  explanations  of  some  express 
ions  he  had  used  about  me 


to  give 


red  what  they  were, 
understood  t-liat  ho  taid 


I  told  hi-n  that  I  tjier  Young  and  brother  Pan-ish  togelh- 
,  tjiat,   I  went'er. 


down  the  country  to  preach  for  nioncy, 
J.Ie  replied,     I  never  said  it,''  und  then 


Then.,  on  the  2nd  .Sunday  in 
he  cajne  to  our  meeting   at  xMiddle- 


July, 


.i;aid,  -'who  told  it?"'  ''I  will  fiice  Creek,  and  J  got  them  together,  and 
^theiu  inJt."  I  replied,  "  brother  Hand,  ,      talked  the  matter  oyer  v  but  Uc  oav^ 


theprimitve  baptist. 


no  satisfaction,  neitlier  to  tlicm  nor  mo, 
only  said,  that  he  never  had  any  thing 
against  me,  but  made  no  acknowledg- 
ments of  having  done  wrong  in  talking 
as  he  did.  Here  I  want  it  understood 
that  his  membership  was  at  Bethel  M. 
H.,  where  there  had  been  no  conference 
held  in  some  time — mine  was  at  Mid- 
dle Creek. 

At  ®ur  next  meeting  (Aug.)  I  asked 
the  brethren  what  course  I  should  pur- 
sue. They  advised  me  to  have  a  meet- 
ing called  at  Bethel,  and  figcertain  whe- 
ther they  would  receive  the  charge,  if 
it  could  not  be  settled  otherwise. — 
Then  some  time  soon  after  this,  brother 
Justus  Parrish  told  me  he  had  a  talk 
with  him,  and  asked  him  plainly,  if  he 
did  believe  that  money  was  my  (  Wil- 
son's) object  in  going  to  preach.  And, 
after  a  pause,  he  said  he  did  not ;  and 
then  admitted  that  he  had  said  more 
than  he  ought  to.  AY  hen  brother  Par- 
I'ish  told  me  of  this,  I  had  some  hope 
that  the  difTiculty  would  be  settled. 

I  had  an  appointment  at  Bethel  on 
the  1st  Sunday  in  Sept, — (there  w^as- 
only  two  white  male  members  in  Beth 
el  church  except  Rand.)  I  told  the 
brethren  of  the  difficulty,  and  wdiat  I 
was  advised  to  do.  They  readily  con- 
sented to  have  a  meeting  called  for 
that  purpose.  But  they  said  that 
they  were  so  weak  that  they  wanted  to 
call  helps,  which  they  did.  The  meet- 
ing was  appointed  on  Friday  the  10th 
of  Sept.,  1857.  The  time  came  on ;  he 
was  requested  to  attend,  and  was  pre»-  [ 
ent;  and  it  was  easy  to  be  seen  that  he 
w?.s  angry  from  the  firsts  It  was  men- 
tioned in  my  presence,  "he  mentioned 
his  liberality  "  towards  me,  and  charg- 
ed me  with  having  him  up  in  the 
church  for  nothing ;  and  said  he  inten- 
ded to  "  bring  up  things"  against  me 
that  would  "  make "  my  character 
''look  dark  !  "   Bat  I  told  liiin  T  hoped 


I  should  bo  prepared  to  meet  any  tiling 
he  could  bring  against  mc. 

The  Church  went  in  Conference, — 
which  was  opened  with  prayer  by  bro 
ther  James  Williams.  Brother  J.  H. 
Poole  \iii3  appointed  Moderator;  he 
I  invited  brethren  and  sisters  of  the 
same  faith  and  order  to  take  seats  witli 
them  ;  whereupon  brethren  James  Wil- 
liams, A.  J.  Leach,  Isham  Parrish,  Eze- 
kiel  Young,  myself  and  wife  from  Mid- 
dle-Creek, and  brother  William  Nowel 
and  wife  from  Salem  church.  We  sea- 
ted ourselves. 

Mention  v/as  made  by  the  Modera- 
tor that  if  there  were  any  charges,  that 
they  were  ready  to  receive  themT — 
Then  I  arose  and  stated,  that  I  had 
been  charged  by  brother  Rand  of  go- 
ing down  the  country  preaching  for 
money,  which  I  denied  being  so.  IIo 
said  he  believed  it,  and  had  nothing  to 
take  back  of  what  he  had  said,  Andi»* 
when  he  saw,  from  the  conversation  of 
the  brethren,  that  he  could  not  be  re- 
tainod  in  fellowship  without  acknowl- 
edgment, he  arose  and  said,  he  wanted 
it  decided  then,  and  they  might  do  as 
they  pleased  with  him,  for  he  should 
not  pester  them  any  more,  "^poii 
which  the  question  of  fellowship  was 
put,  and  decided  to  his  exclusion. 

Now^,  by  reference  to  the  -lOth  no.  of  ' 
the  22nd  vol.  of  the  "  Biblical  Record- 
(^r,"  (  a  missionary  paper,  published  in 
the  city  of  Raleigh,)  it  may  be  seen 
that  he.  Rand,  has  gotten  up  a  certifi- 
cate, assigned  by  seven  names.  The 
readers  may  read,  and  compare,  and  be- 
believe  whom  they  please. 

On  the  same  page  we  find  some  re- 
marks from  some  person,  I  suppose  the 
editor,  speaking  of  this  case,  and  of  his 
unexceptionable  christian  character!  " 
Well,  I  do  not  want  to  injure  that  "  an-  - 
blemished  character,"  for  I  believe  that 
his  feelino;s  were  more  wounded  for  hia 


THE  PRIMITIVE  BAPTIST 


^'character/'  tluui  for  his  "cliristian" 
fellowship! — Kl^^fe  .he  would  not  have 
threatened  ^Ufiiig  mo  for  slander,  when 
I  never  \TanUxi  to  slander,  nor  injure 
his  character  in  anj  way. 

The  same  paper  speaks  of  hira,  Rand. 
as  having  been  "  very  liberal  towards 
Elder  Wilson,"  Perhaps  that  was  the 
"  young  man  wearing  Hj)OCtaeles  "  told 
the  editor  of  the  Recorder  "  of  that, 
wl>o  told  brother  Isaac  Wright,  laat  fall, 
that  he  KNEW  that  the  said  Rand  had 
given  me  $500 1  I  have  said,  publicly, 
that  he  liad  given  m©  more  than  any 
other  person  ever  did  ;  but  I  feel  sure 
in  saying  that  he  never  gave  me  the 
amount  of  ?50 — and  I  have  been  sorry 
that  ho  er\'er  gave  me  any  thing. 

As  regards  the  Missionaries  gaining 
much  by  aa  amalgamation  with  Anti- 
Mission  Baptists,  I  want  the  writer  (or 
editor  of  the  Recorder)  to  know  that  we 
anticipate;  no  such  amalgamation. — 
TThoiigli,  I  k'Skrn  that  the  above-named 
jKiind  has  made  an  attempt  to  join  the 
Missionary  church.  Now  I  say,  that  I 
am  willing  for  all  who  want  to  go  to 
the  Missionai-ies,  to  go — and  the  sooner 
the  better.  And  all  who  are  among 
them,  or  any  other  denomination,  that 
want  to  go  with  U8,  I  would  say  to 
them,  Come  out  of  her  (theanti-ehris- 
.tian  church,)  my  people,"  &ux 

Brother  Temple,  this  is  too  long^  but 
do  with  it  as  you  jjle^ifie. 

Youit;,  truly, 

JAMES  WILSON. 
Wake  county,  N.  C,  Dee.,  1857. 

p.  s.—Will  the  "  Biblical  Recorder" 
please  copy  ?  J.  W. 

For  Uio  Fiiiuilivo  Baptist 

Brother  Temple  : — 

Being  afflicted  with  sores,  like  Job 
of  old,  1  now  seat  myself  to  let  you 
kn«w  my  condition  of  Ijfe. 

I  Wds  born  in  the  year  1805,  and  was 
brought  up  uui-ler  wickol  parouts,  un- 


til it  pleased  the  Lord  io  open  the  eyes 
of  my  father,  and  shew  him  what  ho 
was  by  nature,  and  then  shod  him  with 
the  gaspel,  and  made  him  believe  the 
truth.  The  old  man  begiin  to  perform 
luK  prayers  of  nights,  and  this  was  al- 
most death  to  me,  fur  I  wanted  to  be 
at  my  meanness.  But  after  a  while  it 
pleased  God,  as  I  hope,  to  open  my 
eyes,  and  show  me  what  I  must  be  by 
2;raee,  or  be  for  ever  lost  I  And  when 
my  eyes  were  opened,  it  seemed  tliat  I 
was  going  the  broad  road  to  destruc- 
tion. I  thought  I  could  see  that  my 
family  and  every  body  else  hated  m(.\ 
and  I  was  even  brought  to  hate  myself. 
I  would  try  to  pray,  but  it  seemed  the 
more  I  tried  the  worse  I  got  For 
three  y^ears  and  six  months,  I  scarcely 
saw  any  rest  day  nor  night.  I  thought 
on  this  scripture:  "  They  shall  be  pun- 
ished day  and  night  for  ever  and  eTer.** 
I  thought  I  was  one  of  that  class.  I 
prayed  until  it  seemed  that  my  prayer 
became  a  sin  to  me.  I  was  distressed 
all  over.  I  was  burdened  with  sin 
both  soul  and  body,  and  tliought^  to 
hell  I  must  go  I  I  thought,  at  length, 
that  I  would  not  pra}^  any  more ;  but 
the  theme  of  my  soul  was,  "  Lord,  save, 
or  I  perish  I  "  I  could  see  no  way  to 
escape  God's  wrath.  At  length  I  told 
my  wife  that  I  sliould  go  deranged.  I 
could  read  my  Testament,  but  it  seemed 
to  me  tliat  every  thing  therein  contain- 
ed was  against  me.  I  would  go  to  jnee- 
ting,  and  hear  promises  preached,  but  it 
seemed  none  for  me.  I  concluded,  at 
last,  that  I  would  throw  it  all  b}^,  for 
it  wa^  all  nothing  but  just  my  thoughts, 
and  all  folly.  One  day  after  this  wiiile 
in  the  forest,  I  became  very  much  dis- 
tressed. I  kneeled  uioon  my  knees  to 
try  to  pray  once  more.  I  could  not 
say  one  word  but  "  Lord,  have  mercy 
on  me,  a  poor  sinner  !"  I  became  so  * 
distressed  that  I  went  to  the  house  and 
lay  down,  and  told  my  wife  tliat  1  was 
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5^oing  to  die,  and  that  I  had  no  hope, 
but  saw  it  just  in  God  to  send  me  to 
destruction.  My  neighbors  came  in  to 
see  me ;  they  told  one  another  that  I 
would  make  a  die  of  it — and,  sure  en- 
ough !  I  did  die  to  the  love  and  prac- 
tice of  sin,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
speaking  these  words  to  me  :  "  Fear 
not,  but  believe !  "  My  reply  was, — 
"  What  must  I  believe  ?"  Believe 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  sin- 
ners." "  Lord,  I  believe  with  all  my 
heart  1 "  Hear  I  was  filled  with^excee- 
ding  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and 
sighing  had  fled  away,  and  a  new  song 
was  put  in  my  mouth,  even  praises  to 
our  God. 

Brother  Temple,  I  must  close,  by 
telling  you  that  I  am  a  poor  erippled 
beggar.  I  desire  the  Primitive,  but  I 
barely  can  keep  enough  for  my  family 
to  eat,  and  the  reason  is,  I  am  not  able 
to  work  like  I  used  to  be.  So  I  re- 
main yours  in  christian  love, 

WILLIAM  LUCAS. 
Black-Creek  Depot,  Wilson  co.,  N.  C. 


For  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Y2RY  DEAR  BRaTHBR  TeMPLE  r 

Please  excuse  my  long  delay^  through 
afflictions,  in  my  limited  circumstance, 
in  expectation  of  moving  in  my  old 
age,  and  had  a  desire  to  leave,  being 
surrounded  by  society -men — the  mon- 
ied  institutions  of  the  day.  It  seems 
that  our  civil  and  religious  liberties  are 
nearly  gone.  But  I  am  often  looking 
forward  to  that  happy  day  when  I  shall 
be  delivered  from  this  war-fare  to  join 
in  with  our  Heavenly  .Father,  and 
there  to  enjoj^  a  glorious  immortality. 

Your  pap'^r,  according  to  my  mind, 
by  faith^  brings  my  precious  brethren 
to  view,  in  anticipating  the  seats  of  re- 
deeming love,  in  our  lonesome  mo- 
ments, hightons  our  joy,  and  strength- 
en--: oui  fLiiih. 


But,  hearing  so  many  views  (on  the 
parable  the  returning  Prodigiil )  on 
the  elder  son,  I  desire  to  show  my  opin- 
ion, 

Whil^  sitting  belun4  br^.Jerv  :h  (long 
since)  when  ho  was  c^nfmrkig  liim  to 
the  law,  when  it  opened  so  plain  that  I 
waj3  forced  to  believe  thAt  tlxe  Christ 
was  our  elder  brother,  and  we  tlie 
younger  children.  Matt.  i.  25.  Luke 
-ii.  7.  Psalms  89,  27  ;  also  Rom.  viii.  7, 
29.  "  For  whom  he  did  foreknow, 
he  also  did  predestinate  to  be  conform- 
I  ed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he 
I  might  be  the  first-born  among  many 
brethren."  17th— "  And  if  children, 
then  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint- 
heirs  with  Christ;  if  so  be  that  we  suf- 
fer with  him,  that  we  may  bo  also  glo» 
rified  together."  Hence,  the  first  is  the 
elde» — Christ — and  his  Church  is  one, 
and  no  m©re  twain.  Eph.  v.  80 — 88. 
A  great  mystery  indeed !  though  we, 
like  the  Prodigal,  have  wasted  all  oijr 
goods  in  riotous  living.  Forsaken 
his  father  and  despised  his  mother's 
law."— Prov.  vi.  20.  Eph,  vi.  1,2— 
But  the  hand  of  the  hunter  and  the 
snare  of  the  fowler  had  taken  him. — • 
Prov.  vi.  5.  His  own  iniquities  had 
taken  him,  and  was  held  v/ith  the 
cords  of  his  sins. — Prov.  v.  22.  And 
though  we  destroyed  ourselves  as  prod- 
igals, yet  the  Lord  has  laid  on  him  the 
iniquities  of  us  all.  "He  is  despised  and 
rejected  of  men ;  a  man  of  sorrows  and 
acquainted  with  griaf ;  and  we  hid  as 
it  were  our  faces  from  liim  ;  he  was 
despised,  and  we  esteemed  him  not. " — 
Isa.  liii.  3.  "  Surely  he  hath  borne  our 
griefe,  and  carried  our  sorrows :  yet  we 
did  esteem  Him  stricken,  smitten  of 
God,  and  afflicted."— 4th  v.  "  But  he 
was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he 
was  bruised,  for  our  iniquities:  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
him  ;  and  with  his  stripes   -wre  arc  heal- 
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ed." — oth  V.  "  And  he  made  liis  grave 
with  the  wicked,  and  with  'the  rich  in 
hia  death  ;  because  he  liad  done  no  vi- 
olencei,  neither  was  any  deceit  in  his 
mouth."— 6th  v.  "  Yet  it  pleased  the 
Ix)rd  to  bruise  him  ;  he  hath  put  him 
to  grief:  when  thou  shalt  make  his 
Boul  an  offering  for  ein,  he  shall  see  his 
seed,  lie  shall  prolong  his  days,  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in 
his  hand." — lOtli  v.  "He  shall  see  of 
the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  be  sat- 
isfied: by  his  knowledge  shall  n.y  righ-^ 
teous  servant  justify  many  ;  for  he  shall 
bear  their  iniquities." — 11th  v.  This 
was  in  the  Gospel  field,  when  he  suffer- 
ed for  us  the  Just  for  the  unjust ;  when 
the  voice  of  the  Father  was  heard,  A- 
wake,  0  sword,  against  my  shepherd, 
and  the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  saith 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  when  he  crid,  "  My 
God,  my  God  1  why  hast  thou  forsak- 
en me  ?  "  Would  not  carnal  reason  be 
fingry  ?  But,  as  very  God,  say,  "  Thy 
will  be  done,"  that  the  Father  might 
turn  his  hand  upon  the  little  ones. 

Yes,  when  he  sold  all  he  had  and 
purchased  the  field  (the  world)  for  that 
one  pearl  (the  Church,)  it  was  meet 
that  we  should  make  merry  and  be 
glad.  Yes,  brethren,  do  not  we  feel 
to  be  glad  in  this  heaven  below  (the 
Church,)  when  we  see  the  prodigals 
coming  homo  to  God — telling  what 
the  Lord  has  done  for  their  souls  ? 

May  the  Lord  revive  us,  and  cause 
that  happy  day  to  speedily  roll  on 
when  we  shall  again  see  our  rising  gen- 
erations, our  neighbors'  children,  with 
firmies  of  the  aliens,  leaving  their  fool- 
ish ways  and  rallying  to  the  Gospel 
standard  once  more.  But  to  the  sub- 
ject.^ 

Who,  but  Jesns,  has  never  needed  a 
kid?  Who,  but  Jesus,  has  never 
transgressed  his  commandments  at  anv 
timer  Who,  as  a  Son,  art  ever  with 
Ilmi  ?    Who,  but  the  Sod,  was  heir  to 


all  the  glory,  honors,  graces,  mercies 
and  happiness  of  the  Father?  Jesus, 
anel  those  who,  through  a  glorious  Me- 
diator, who  only  hath  immortality 
dwelling  in  the  light,  obtain  like  preci- 
ous faith  with  Him  who  is  flesh  of  his 
flesh  and  bone  of  his  bone  ;  who  is  mide 
nigh  by  his  blood,  an  heir  of  God,  and 
joint  heir  through  Christ,  their  elder 
brother. 

I  understand  it  is  an  expression  of 
his  great  love,  spoken  after  the  man- 
ner of  men.  "Let  not  the  Lord  bo 
angr}-,  "&('.— Gen.  xviii.  80.  "Kiss 
the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  per- 
ish from  thp  way,  when  his  wrath  is 
kindled  but  a  little."— Ps.  ii.  12.  So  it 
cannot  be  that  he  is  imperfect  or  chan- 
geable. 

Now  for  the  mystery.  He,  as  very 
God,  the  Emaculate  Lamb,  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever. — Ps.  136.  lie  clea- 
nses our  spots  and  purges  our  foul  na- 
ture, and  clothes  us  with  his  righteous- 
ness. His  love  was  so  great  towards 
his  children,  that  his  nature  was  inter- 
woven with  ours,  that  his  glory  was 
greater  than  our  miseries — the  attribute 
mercy  preventing.  Mercy  and  grace 
give  a  glory  in  suffering  in  the  Gospel 
field  ;  that  itrejoiced  against  judgment. 
When  it  is  entered  in  the  heart  of  the 
poor  returning  sinner,  he  looks  on  him 
that  he  hath  pierced,  and  mourns  with 
a  godly  sorrow;  every  fibre  of  his 
mind  is  expanded  to  God.  Then  it  is, 
that  mercy  has  something  to  do  for  his 
troubled  soul.  All  his  righteousness  ' 
is  gone;  they  can  no  more  cover  his 
naked  soul.  The  Holy  Ghost  shows 
the  Saviour's  righteousness :  he  says, 
"there  is  none  like  it" — give  it  to  me. 
Then  he  is  stripped  of  his  filthy  gar- 
ment and  clothed  with  Christ's  right- 
eousness— the  oil  and  wine  consolation 
is  poured  into  his  soul.  Then  he  sees 
his  elder   brother's   great  love:  that 
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Kow  we  arc  tauiL^lit  tliat  "  the  elder 
fitiall  serve  the  jounirer,"  and  hcretri  is- 
tliat  saying  true:  ''Oie  soweth  and 
another  reapeth.' —Other  men  labored, 
and  ye  are  enter^-d  into  their  labof'T— 
]>lessed  1)6  hid  nr. me  T  ho  hath  don'-^ 
great  things  for  mc  io-  givmg.  a  com- 
fortablt;  hope.. 

SAMFEL  T:.^TU:^f. 

K.  C.  1857. 


while  we  wi-re  enemieis  Christ,  died  for !  It  looked  like  a  wonder  thtit  the  Lord 

had  spared  me  until  this  time,  and  what 
to  db-  r  did"  not  know,  and  wliere  to  go 
Fcouhl  not  tell,  for  it  seemed  like  I  was 
not  fit  to  live  nor  fit  to  die,   nor  could 
not  tell  wh*t  was    the   matter.    So  I 
could  not  sleep  as  usual,   and  when  a- 
wake  nc  satisfaction  could  I  see  !    I  be- 
gan toahmk  of  pra/ying,.  but  knew  nofe 
how  to. order  m.y  cause  before  the  Lord',, 
for  he  was  a  Just  tmd  ILoly  Being,  and: 
could  not  look  upon  sin  with^  the  least 
(i%grce  Oi^'allowance  ;.  and-  I   saw  my- 
self a  great  sinner,    v,diich   raado  mO' 
ftar  to  appi«oach  in  his   presence,  yetr 
could  DGt  rest  in  my  situation   until  I 
|mail©  tlie  att-empt;.  and.  then  the  first 
time  I  was  started'  from  my  knees  from* 
a  fright  when  there  was  nothing   to  bo 


Bear  brotiiek  Temple: 

1  drop  you^  a.  few  lifies^  in- 
Qrder  to  get  yoa  to  give  my  brother's 
(xperience  room  yos?  little  paper 
ealled  "  the  Primitive  Baptist,"  if  you 
think  proper,  undi  if  not^  lay  it  aeide. 
I  requested  him  to  write  it  to  me,  and 
he  has  done  so 
Ibws : 

BartholOxMew  Co.,  Inda. 
Dear  Sister  :. — In  answer  to  your 
request  of  hearing  my   experience,  I 


seen*.   I  then  went:  to  a  distance  from 

Ho  GLODHnencms  as  fbi. !  ^^^^  P^^^^  a.  heavy  heart,  and  thero 
pr,ostrated'  mysell^,.  confessed  rry  sins,, 
and:  implored,  the  mercies  of  God  on  mj- 
poor  soul,  and  so  continued  for  a  length 
of  time;  sometimes   in   great  distress 

will  try  to  give  it,^  if  the  Lord  will:  give  I  "''^  ^^^^^^^'"^^^  careless   and  thought. 


me  strength  of  mind  to-  do  sor. 

When  a  child  not  raoro^  than  H2  oi? 
1-i  years  of  age^.  while  G^orgo  Pope 
was  preaching  one  day,  it  seemed  to  me 


all  was  well.  Still;  thero  was  so  roe- 
thing' within  that  was- not  well,  and  I 
often  would' ma^ie  V0W3  to  do  better^ 
and  as  often,  would  break  themk  This 


that  his  preachiag  stru<;k  me  with  such  |.^^^^  distressing  to.  me,  for  the  Lord 
weight  that  I  thorrght  he  knew  jpst 
what  sort  of  a  ereatusre  I  was ;  and  that 
was  a  mystery  to  me.  But  these^ things 
soon  wore  off— in  part,  bu;t  still  there 
were  at  times  uneasiness  in  mj  mind 
untill  one  evening  I  went  to  uncle  Sol- 
omon Davis's,  and  a-iint  Betsy  had-  some 
questions  to  ask  me,  a-nd  told  Joseph  to 
get  a  small  pamphlet  and  let  me  see  it, 
ftnd  may-be  the  Lord'  would  bless  it  to 
the  conviction  of  his  dear  cousin  ;  and 
in  looking  over  the  pages  at   the  pic- 


knew  all  about  it,,  and?  I  would  have  tx>. 
answer  for  it  before  him.  About  this 
time  I  began  to  think  thoft,  while  I  re- 
mained in  siriglo  life,,  there  was  no 
chance  for  me  to  be  serious  long  at  a 
time>  hence  if  I  were  settled  in,  life 
there  would,  be  a  better  chance  of  hav- 
ing my  mind  composed  on  religious  sub- 
jectSv  Though,  this  was  accomplished, 
there-  was  yet  a  difficulty,— now  I  must 
try  to  m-'ike  a  livings  and  that  took  my 
mind  so  there  was  no  timo  to  serve-  the 


tures  and  reading  the  versef?,  I  was  |  Lord  ;  nor  could  I  be  contented  in  tliLs 
struck  with  awe.  Mv  mind  becran  tof  ^.  r  r  *i  ^  t  ••  v  ^ 
run  l)Mfl-     n,.7  *u      1  .         ,  situation,  fur  I  saw  that  I  was  in  a  lost 

run  t)acK  to  my  tormer    thoughts,  and 

thinking  of  tbe  vowis  I  made  and  broke,  i  condition  and  juytly   condcmnedj  and 
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khcw  not  what  to  do  I  Now,  abo»t 
this  time,  li  rovival  broke  out  in  '  the 
Methodist  church,  near  Jamestown,  and 
niunbers  professing  faith  in  Christ. 
Thi's  was  a  serioTfts  thought  to  me,  and  I 
vfmi  there,  thinking  that  may-be  the 
Lord  w^uld  bless  me  there ;  but  all 
failed  artd  I  was  left  to  mourn  over  a 
bard  heart  and  a  wandering  mind.  The 
preachers  would  talk  to  me  and  try  to 
make  me  believe,  but  all  in   vain  ;  for 


Sometimes  1  felt  like  trying  to  pray 
while  I  lived,  and  if  I  perished  let  ic  be 
for  Climes  I  had  done.  I  remained  in 
this  horrid  condition  for  two  or  three 
months ;  and  the  day  before  I  was  de- 
livered, I  thought  if  the  horrors  of  the 
wickod  in  torment  were  worse  than 
that,  how  could  I  endure  through  eter- 
nity !  0  !  the  thoughts  of  my  mind 
t&en  cannot  be  expressed.  I  went  to 
meeting  to  uncle  Phillip  Harney's  and 
it  wa5  as  much  impossible  for  me  ir^  i  there  the  burden  of  my  mind  was  lost, 
that  condition  as  it'wouldbe  to  make  a  but  I  felt  as  though  I  was  a  great  deal 
WQjld.  Bat  preacher  Gray  told  me  to  worgfe  off,  for  my  mind  was  left  barren 
try  at  home  and  fix  a  dete«2iination  so  I  Gould  not  tell  what  was  my  condi- 
nevei-  fco  rise  frem  m^  knees  until   the  i  tion.    I  could  not  believe  my  sins  wero 


i  pardoned  and  that  I  had  lost  the  bur- 
den of  sin.  I  went  home,  trying  to  get 
it  again,  and  while  lying  on  my  bed  the 
LIGHT  broke  into  my  soul  and  there  the 
plan  of  salvation  I  saw  to  be  complete 
in  Christ !  0  !  the  joy  of  that  blessed 
night  no  tongue  can  tell  !  My  soul 
worse  than  I  had  e'ver  seen  "myself  to  j  was  happy,  and  I  thought  my  troubles 
bo  before,  and  had  now  to  confess  my  |  were  all  over,  and  every  thing  seemed 
sin  in  that  act  and  fall  before  him  and  j  to  look  like  I  had  arrived  into  a  new 
plead  fbrgivenesB  for  such  presumption  world,  for  the  elements  had  a  different 
as  I  had  been  guilty  of.  And  now  I  \  ^ook,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air  seemed  to 
believed  I  had  committed   the   unpar-  be  chanting  forth  the  praises   of  God 


Lord  would  bless  ifie,  and  he  said  he 
would  be  sure  to  do  it.  This  I  tried  as 
"well  as  I  €ould ;  but,  bless  the  Lord  ! 
he  would  not  suffer  me  to  be  deceived 
here  ;  for  he  showed  me  the  wicked- 
ness of  such  an  act,  and  I  here  was 
brought  to  see   myself  a   great  deal 


douable  sin,  and  was  a  thousand  times 
worse  off  than  before  ;  and  0  !  the  an- 
guish of  soul  I  f&lt  here !  The  next 
night  I  went  out  to  try  to  pray  ;  while 
on  m"y  knees,  I  thought  I  saw  the  Sa- 
viour with  a  frown  in  his  countenance 


If  I  had  then  been  before  all  the  world, 
I  thought  I  could  tell  them  about  this 
new  and  living  way. 

I  continued  in  this  frame  of  mind  for 
about  three  days,  and  0  !  the  thoughts 
of  it  yet  enlivens    my   poor  drooping 


ag^ir^St  ae  !    And  now,  from  that  time  |  l^eart. 


until  now,  I  have  not  been  able  to  tell 


But  0  !  the  troubles  were   not  yet 


half  the  anguish  of  my  soul  ;  for  hor-  over  !  I  soon  began  to  have  doubts  and 
2-or  and  despair  was  my  portion,  and  I  j  thoughts  that  I  had  only  got  the  shad- 


thought  I  was  brought  to  see  my  cen- 
dttion — in  that  i*  might  be  a  warning 
to  others  not  to  act  so  wicked  as  I  had 
done  in  my  time.  I  really  thought  I 
should  have  to  tell  sinners  the  danger 
of  acting  as  I  had  done,  thou.qh  there 
was  no  chance  for  poor  me 
want  otherg  to  suS'er. 


ow  and  not  the  substance.  Then  I 
would  have  given  all  the  world  to  have 
had  my  burden  again  so  I  could  have 
known  how  it  went  and  not  be  mista,- 
ken  in  a  matter  of  sucli  great  import- 

^  ^.v.,ance.    But  at  times  there  seemed  to  bo 

I   did  not  i  a  gleam  of  hope  '^arising,    and   then  I 


T^x)uld  rejoice  in  the  hope  that  all  was 
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•well  ;  but  there  was  so  much  imper- 
fection in  me  that  it  seemed  like  there 
\Ta8  no  appearance  of  a  christian  about 
me.  So  I  wearied  along  for  some  tim^, 
and  sometimes  would  think  of  telling 
iny  situation  to  the  church,  because  1 
thought  they  could  and  would  tell  me 
where  I  was  mistaken.  But  when  1 
did  they  failed,  and  only  took  me  into 
the  church  without  any  questions  what- 
ever. This  was  distressing  to  me,  for 
I  thought  the  church  was  now  deceived 
as  well  as  me,  and  this  w^Ould  be  dis- 
graceful to  the  church  of  Christ  here 
and  leave  me  in  a  hopeless  condition. 
iTow  I  was  to  be  baptized  the  next 
day  ;  and  0  !  the  horrors  of  my  mind 
to  think  of  being  baptized  and  yet  be- 
ing in  the  gall  of  bitterness  !  It  seem- 
ed like  I  could  not  venture  to  go  for- 
TTard  in  my  condition,  but  went  to 
meeting  with  a  heavy  heart,  not  know- 
ing what  to  do ;  and  when  the  time 
came  to  start  to  the  water,  0!  the 
troubles  of  my  mind  !  It  seemed  like  I 
never  could  go  forward.  But  when  I 
arose  from  the  w^ater  it  seemed  like  my 
mind  was  as  clear  as  the  sun  at  noon- 
day, and  then  I  could  rejoice  in  the 
hope  of  Israel's  God.' 

Now  I  began  to  think  of  trying  to 
warn  sinners  of  their  sitHation,  but  it 
seemed  like  there  was  so  much  imper- 
fection about  me  that  I  could  not  be 
the  man  for  that  purpose,  and  thought, 
now  if  I  was  deceived,  this  was  the 
work  of  an  enemy  to  keep  me  from  ev- 
er being  brought  to  the  true  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  But  there 
Rcemed  like  something  in  ray  mind  that 
could  not  rest,  for  when  I  thought  of 
the  situation  of  sinners  I  wanted  to 
point  them  to  the  L^mb  of  God,  which 
takes  away  the  sin  of  the  world  ;  but 
would  make  excuses,  ^nd  continued  so 
until  at  last  I  thought  I  could  not  nor 
v>-  •  u  1  d  n  0 1  try  to  w  i\  rut  1 1 e  T^  i  c k e d ,   f -j  r 


God  never  called  such  an  ignorant  per- 
son as  I  was  to  so  great  a  work-  Then 
I  began  to  feel  a  le^ncss  in  my  soul, 
but  still  persisted  in^hia"  way  until  all 
religious  devotions  seemed  to  be  gone, 
and  I  left  to  mourn  over  my  sad  condi- 
tion, and  sad  it  was,  for  I  dared  not 
now  attempt  to  pray,  for  guilt  was 
heavy  on  my  poor  soul.  In  this  sad 
state  I  had  to  wander  for  three  years, 
and  when  I  began  to  think  I  could  not 
stand  it  any  longer,  I  tried  t©  pray  a- 
gain,  and  thought  if  the  Lord  would 
bless  me  again  I  would  try  to  do  what 
he  directed  me  to  do.  But  when  he 
was  so  good  as  to  bless  rao  I  still  was 
diaobedient  and  unfaithful  to  my  prom- 
ise, and  so  continued  until  I  thought  if 
I  was  in  some  strange  country  these 
feelings  would  leave  mo,  and  then  I 
could  have  some  satisfaction  in  this 
world.  But  these  things  the  Lord 
knows  best  what  is  for  our  good.  And 
blessed  be  his  name,  after  I  erne  to 
this  country,  there  was  still  the  same 
work  on  my  mind,  and  I  had  to  try  to 
warn  sinners,  although  in  a  strange 
land,  and  being  so  ignorant  I  feared  to 
open  my  mouth,  though  the  people 
vrould  try  to  encourage  mc,  yet  the 
task  was  great. 

Soon  after  I  m,ade  the  attempt,  there 
was  a  mcve  made  to  license  me  to 
preach,  which  was  a  great  task  for  poor 
unworthy  me,  and  I  objected  to  it  un- 
til they  carried  it  over  my  head,  which 
seemed  like  death  to  my  poor  heart, 
but  submitted  as  well  as  I  could.  Then 
in  a  short  time  they  made  a  move  to 
ordain  me,  which  move  I  strove  against 
with  all  the  arguments  I  could  raise  and 
kept  them  from  it  for  years,  but  at  last 
they  carried  it  over  my  head  and  I  sub- 
mitted, in  the  consideration  that  the 
mind  of  the  Lord  was  with  his  people. 
So  I  ha)^  been  blundering  along  until 
now,  and  have  notliin^tr  lo  boast  of  ver. 
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for  1  Jim  a  poor,  weak  creature  and 
Ijave  to  mourn  over  a  liard  heart,  a  bar- 
ren mind,  and  leanness  of  soul.  Kow. 
if  it  was  not  for  the  all-preserving  hand 
of  an  All- Wise  God,  I  would  despair  of 
)ieaven  and  happiness,  but  yet  these 
things  are  known  to  the  Lord  only, 
still  1  have  a  hope  that  I  sliall  reach 
that  happy  land  where  the  weary  are 
at  rest  and  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling  !  Then  I  shall  have  cause  to 
be  thankful  to  that  God  who  works  all 
tilings  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will, 
and  who  will  do  right.  0  I  the  hope  of 
these  things  help  to  keep  me  up  while 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  where  sin  and  sor- 
row groAV. 

Now,  my  dear  sister,  I  have  tried  to 
give  you  or  show  you  the  cause  of  the 
hope  that  is  within  me  from  bad  writ- 
ing, spelling  and  wording.  I  want  you 
to  make  as  good  sense  of  it  as  you  can, 
and  if  this  is  any  satisfaction  to  you 
or  any  who  may  read  it,  the  Lord  be 
thanked  for  blessing  it.  I  want  you  to 
remember  your  unworthy  brother  at  a 
throne  of  grace — that  he  may  be  pre- 
served from  every  false  way,  and  that 
he  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  in 
nil  things  ;  for  if  I  am  left  to  myself  I 
know  I  shall  fall  short.  Therefore,  I 
have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh,  for  I 
find  a  war  in  my  members  against  the 
Bpirit  and  the  spirit  against  the  flesh  : 
BO  the  things  that  I  would  do  I  do  not, 
nnd  the  things  I  w©uld  not  them  I  do. 
So  you  see  if  I  am  saved  it  is  of  grace 
olone,  and  not  of  works. 

Now,  my  dear  sister,  brothers  and 
friends,  one  find  all,  I  would  be  glad  to 
Bee  you  all  and  to  talk  of  our  travails  in 
this  wilderness  of  sin  and  sorrow.  Let 
«s  many  of  my  friends  see  this  as  want 
tf>,  and  give  them  my  respects.  And 
Ot  that  the  Lord  would  bless  us  all 
%ilh  ^raL'^  aC'vOrdin;' to   our  dar. 


no  more  at  present,  but  wish  to  be 
jnembcred  as  a  brother  until  death. 
!       This  from     JOSEPH  DAVIS, 
j    To  RACHEL  WELCH. 


r  e- 


For  iho  Primitive  Baptist. 

Greenville,  Ala.,  ) 
Nov.  16,  1857. ) 
Dear  Brother  Temple  ; 

When  I  first  read  Eld.  G. 
M.  Thompson's  two  letters — one  to  Eld. 
1  Graves,  Editor  of  "  the  Tennessee  Bap- 
I  tist,"  a  Missionary  paper,  published  at 
I  Nashville,  and  one  to  Eld.  John  Clark, 
Editor  of  Zion's  Advocate,"  publish- 
ed in  Va., — I  was  greatly  surprised  at 
the  sentiments  there  set  forth,  and  I 
was  for  a  time  led  to  doubt  whether  it 
could  be  possible  that  Eld.  Thompson 
had  written  these  letters.  I  also  re- 
ceived a  letter  soon  afterwards  from  a 
highly  respectable  and  talented  Minis- 
ter^of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Order  in- 
quiring of  me  if  I  thought  Eld.  Thomp- 
son wix)te  these  letters ;  and  in  reply 
to  him  I  stated  that  I  did  not  know, 
but  I  presumed  he  did,  as  they  had 
been  replied  to  by  brethren  and  noth- 
ing further  said  in  relation  to  these  let- 
ters by  Eld.  Thompson; 

As  a  Primitive  Baptist  and  as  a  Min- 
ister, I  felt  myself  called  upon  to  give 
my  views.  Not  to  oppose  Eld.  Thomp- 
son or  any  other  who  might  be  dissatis- 
fied with  the  Primitive  Baptists,  but  to 
relieve  my  own  feelings,  and  to  speak 
out  lor  that  cause  so  dear  to  roe  and  to 
which  my  life  thus  far  has  been  devoted. 
I  have  never  seen  any  reason  why  any 
christian  should  abandon  the  cause  of 
the  Priuitive  Baptists. 

My  great  object  and  aim  in  this  life 
as  a  chriBtian  and  as  a  Minister,  has 
been  to  be  right  and  to  adhere  to  the 
scripture  rufe  laid  down  for  our  gov- 
ernment. Therefore  it  is  always  my 
obj.eet  to  inve&tigate  cTerj  cause  by  the 
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scripture.  I  also  hold  it  good  that  •<*  Antlnomian  "  doctrinc3,  or  any  other 
there  should  never  be  any  direlietion  or  heretical  doctrines,  it  isi  our  duty  to 
"Nvithdrawiog  among  christians  either  in  ,  deal  with  them  in  terms  of  the  scrip- 
faith  or  practice,  but  if  one  errs  in  eith- tures,  and  thereby  rid  ourselves  of 
cr,  we  should  make  an  effort  to  reclaim  '  them. 

liim.  But  in  the  case  now  before  us,  |  I  am  much  gratified  that  as  many 
these  sentiments  had  been  proclaimed  have  spoken  out  and  put  their  veto  up- 
to  the  world  and  very  hard  things   said  on  the  proposed  union  of  the  Primitive 


of  the  Primitive  Baptists. 


and  Missionary  Baptists.    I  hope  many 


I  felt  at  once  to  repudiate  the  propo-  ^lore  will  yet  speak  out ;  it  is  their  da- 
sition  of  uniting   with   the  Missionary  |  so,  and  let  the  world  know  Uio 

Baptists.— They,  as  a  Denomination, '  g^,Q^j^jg  occupy.  I  could  not  sit 
have  all  their  plans  and  method  of  op-  quietly  and  not  raise  my  voice  and  my 
oration  to  suit  their  own  peculiar  views,  pg^,  while  the  Baptist  cause  may  be  as- 
— They,  as  well  as  we,  are  entitled   to  sailed  or  the  rights  of  its  frieuds  in- 


their  views  and  mode   of  operation. 
This,  I  feel  assured,  every  true  Primi- 
tive Baptist  is  willing  to  accord  to  them. 


fringed. 

I  need  not — I  desire  not,  to  repeat 
the  expressions  of  Ehl.  Thompson  in 


We  are  permitted  to  live  under  a  gov-  relation  to  the  Primitive  Baptists,  nor 
ernment  of  free  institutions,  where  ev- ;  review  or  in\"estigate  them.  My 
cry  one  can  worship  God  according  to '  heart  sickens  at  these  as  well  as  the 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  |  sentiments  of  some  others  who  endorse 
We  are  now  two  distinct  Denomina- j  hjs  sentiments  and  strange  course,  but 
tions— many  of  us  suffered  much  in  the  ^^ho  are  not  of  us,  though  they  would 
division  of  the  Primitive  and  Missionary  i  be  called  by  our  good  name.  I  hope 
Baptists— there  were  heart-burnings  j  no  genuine  Primitive  Baptist  will  favor 
and  strife  in  the  separation but  time  such  sentiments  or  be  led  off  by  his 
has  worn  these  feelings   off  and   each  strange  course. 

one  has  gone  to  his  own  company,  and  What  I  have  written  I  have  written, 
we  are  now  enjoying  peace.  We  meet  ■  as  I  trust,  in  the  kindest  feelings,  and 
as  friends,  as  neighbors,  and  as  citizens,  j  I  am  sure  (let  there  be  whatever  errors 
with  good  feelings  for  each  other. — I 


wish  it  to  remain  so.    I  am  opposed  to 
a  union  under  any  circumstances,  only 
in  the  usual  way  for  them  as  well  as  all 
others,  if  they  prefer   our  faith  and 
practice  to  any  other,  to   come   to  us 
and  we  will  receive   them  upon  the 
terms  of  the   Gospel.     In  expressing 
these  sentiments  I  feel  assured  I  express 
the  sentiments  of  the  Primitive  Baptists 
entirely. 

Stand  fast,  brethren,  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  has  made  us  free,  and 
be  not  entaugled  again  with  the  yoke 
of  bondage,  tf  there  are  any  among 
us  who  hold  to   the  ''two  seed  "  and 


there  may  be  in  it,)  it  has  been  prompt- 
ed from  the  purest  sentiments  of  my 
heart. 

Hoping  it  may  be  so  received, 
1  remain,  dear  brethren, 

Affectionately,  yours  in  Christ, 
BENJAMIN  LLOYD. 

Brother  Temple — Deaii  Sir: 

If  you  have  leisure,  I  should  be 
thankful  for  jour  light  on  Ezek.  xxxvii. 
to  the  15tli  inclusive;  and  if  you  have 
not  an  opportunity,  please  try  to  ^ct 
some  of  the  readers  of  your  valuable 
pamphlet  to  give  their  light  on  it.  I 
remain  yours  in  the  Lord, 

ELIZA BLTII  BELL. 
Bog^ie  oound,  Oartcrei  '^»unf  v.  N.  C. 
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PiUMI  riV  iC  BAPTIST. 


Ea^G-Eock,  N.C.,  Jan.  9,  1858. 


The  L.aiv  of  Newspapers. 
1st,  ^Subscribers  who  do  not  give  ex- 
jjiebo  notice  to  the  contrary,   are  eon- 
eidered  wishing  to  continife  their  sub- 
aeription. 

2nd.  If  subscribers  order  a  discon- 
tinuance of  theij'  paperSy  the  publisher 
may  cc>ntir>ue  to  send  them  until  all 
t  u.^h  charges  are  paid. 

3rd.  If  subscribers  n-egleet  or  refuse 
to  take  their  papers  from  the  cCice  to 
which  they  are  directed,  they  are  held 
respoDsible  F.ntil  they  have  settled  their 
bill,  and  ordered  theh'  papers  discon- 
tiuuol. 

4th.  if  sub?cril)er3  meve  to  other 
places,  without  informing  the  publisher, 
nnd  their  paper  is  sent  to  the  former  di- 
rection, they  are-  heM  responsible. 

The  Courts  have  desided,  that, 
refusing  to  take  a  pape-r  or  periodical 
from  the  oSice,  or  removing  and  leav- 
ing it  uncalled  for, .  is  primafacie  evi- 
dence of  intentional  fraud. 


Dsc.  16th,  IS57 

51  a.  Tr.MriE — 

Dear  f^ja  : — Please  to  give  your 
riews  throiijfti  the  "  I'ritnitive  Baptist,"  of  the  Isl 
chapter  of  Janira  and  the  I3lh  Terse,  cojnparod 
witli  ihft  chapter  of  Geuesia,  let  vers«. 

Is  it  a  mistitke  in  the  priuler  ?^ — or  a  wrong  trauc- 
latio!!  ?    Or  in  it  ct>rrect  the  way  it  staiuis  7 

My  idea  is,  that  it  iii  sto  ijisorreci    trausiaticu  of 
the  :22i!d  chapt.  Int  terso  of  Genesis. 
Uespcclfully, 

DAI.  IDOL. 

D.  11.  Idol- 
Dear  Sik: — At  your 
request,  I  proceed  to  give  n^y  views  on 
the  two  passages  of  scripture  you  pro- 
pose. In  ih^j  first  place,  it  is  my  view 
of  them  that  they  are  correctly  transla- 
Uuh  Secondly,  I  shall  try  k>  sliow 
why  I  eonsider  them  rightly  translated. 
In  so-d<>in:r,  it  is  highly  noco:-»sary  to 
take  into  C'-'Usi' l-jratiuri  ihv    -  •;:tio;i 


of  each  passage  of  scripture  you  pro- 
pose.   They  read  as  follows : — 

And  it  came  to  pass  after  these  thing 
that  Ood  did  tempt  Abraham^  and  said 
unto  Jum^  Abraham:  and  he  said^  Bthold, 
lure  1  amy — Gen.  xxii.  1. 

"  Let  no  man  say  when  fie  is  tempted, 
I  am  tempted  of  Qo<l:  for  Ood  cannot  be 
tempted  with  evil,  neitJier  tcmpkth  he  an^ 
many — Jam^s  i.  18. 

I  suppose  you  are  inclined  to  think 
these  two  texts  clash,  as  the  text  in 
Genesis  says,  God  did  temp4  Abra- 
ham,^^  and  the  text  in  St.  James'  Epfe- 
tle  says,  "  Neither  tewpteih  he  any  man.^'' 
Xow  we  have  the  subject  before  us. 

In  the  first  place,.  "God  did  tempt 
Abraham."  The  meaning  of  the  word 
tempt  has  at  least  two  meanings. — The 
meaning  of  the  word  tempt  in  the  case 
of  Abraliam  is,  to  put  him  upon  th& 
trial  ot  his  faith  in  that  of  oliering  up- 
his  son  Isaac  as  a  burnt  offering  to  tho- 
Lord — who  was  the  promised  seed,  in 
whom  all  nations  should  be  blessed. 
Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was 
counted  unto  him  fur  righteousness. 
He  wa-3  determined  to  obey  God.  2nd 
v.,  "And  he  (God)  said,  Take  now 
thy  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac,  whom 
thou  loYC&t,  and  get  thee  into  tlie  land 
of  Moriah  ;  and  offer  him  there  for  a 
burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the  moun- 
tains which  I  will  tell  thee  of."  Srd,, 
"  And  Abraham  arose  up  early  in  the 
morning,,  and  saddled  bis  ass^  and  took 
two  of  his  young  men  with  him,  and 
Isaac  his  son,  and  clave  the  vy-cod  for 
the  burnt  offering,  and  rose  up,  and 
went  unt-o  tlie  place  of  which  God  had 
told  him.''  4th,  "Then  on  the  third 
day  Abraham  lifted  up  his  ejes,  and 
saw  the  place  afar  oil."  5th,  "  And 
Abraham  said  unto  his  young  men, 
Abide  ye  here  with  the  ass  ;  and  I  and 
the  lad  will  go  yonder  and  worship,, 
and  come  ngain  to  yoii."  6th,  "And 
Abraham  took  ihe  wood  ^.f  thi'  burnt 
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offering,  niid  laid  it  U}X>n  Isaac  his  json  ; 
xind  ho  took  the  fire  in  liis  hand,  and  a 
knife ;  and  they  went  both  of  them  to- 
gether." 7xh,  And  Isaac  spake  unto 
Abraham  liis  flither,  and  said,  Mj 
father:  and  he  said,  Here  am  I,  my 
son.  And  he  Siiid,  Behold  the  lire  and 
the  wood  :  but  where  is  the  lamb  for  a 
burat  olTering?"  8th,  "And  Abra- 
liftm  said,  My  son,  God  will  provide 
himself  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering":  so 
they  went  both  of  them  together."  9tii, 
"And  they  came  to  the  pla<ic  which 
God  had  told  him  of;  and  Abraliam 
built  an  altar  there,  and  laid  the  wood 
in  order,  and  bound  Isaac  his  son,  and 
laid  him  on  the  altar  upon  the  wood." 
10th,  "  And  Abraham  stretched  forth 
-  his  hand,  and  took  the  knife  to  slay  his 
son."  11th,  "And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord- called  unto  him  out  of  heaven, 
and  said,  Abraham,  Abraham :  and  he 
eaid,  Here  am  I."  12th,  "And  he 
said,  Lay  not  thiue  hand  upon  the  lad,  i 
neither  do  thou  any  thing  unto  him  : 
for  now  I  know  that  thou  fearest  God, 
seeing  thou  hast  not  withheld  thy  son, 
thine  only  son  from  me." 

O !  my  friend  Idol,  what  a  touching 
point  of  trial  was  this  of  Abraham's 
faith — to  offer  in  sacrifice  his  only  son 
Isaac,  whom  he  loved  I  This,  however, 
was  designed  to  figurate  the  offering 
up  of  the  great  spiritual  Isaac — -the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ — as  the  only  son  of 
God  as  an  atonement  for  his  people. 
We  hear  nothing  of  Isaac's  complain'- 
ing  of  his  father  Abraham  laying  him 
on  the  altar  and  laying  hold  on  the  knife 
to  make  the  fatal  blow.  Even,  so  it 
was  with  Jesus ;  lie  was  as  a  lamb' 
dumb  before  his  shearer,  so  opened  he 
not  his  mouth. 

I  hope,  dear  friend,  3'ou  see  by  the 
above  what  was  m^.t  by  the  word?, — 
"God  did  tempt  Abraham;"  or  in 
other  word^,  *G)I  d;d  try  Abra  ham's 
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faith," — and  thereby  Abraham  wjis  jui;> 
tified  by  works,  as  isliowing  hi^  faith  hj 
works  of  obedience  tj)  God.  -"  Kreu 
so  fiiith,  if  it  hath  not  workS|  is  dead 
being  alone,"  Then  Abraliarti  was  noi 
tempted  of  evil,  but  put  upoii  the  trial 
of  his  faitii  to  prove  it  was  the  rigljt 
kind,  by  producing  obedience  itnd  goud 
works  before  God. 

I  hope,  friend  Idol,  1  have  said  en- 
ough for  you  to  gather  my  idea  uj)ou 
God's  tempting  Abraham.  I  tiiereforo 
shall  dismiss  this  part  of  t!ie  subjectand 
proceed  to  the  second  part  of  your  re- 
quest.— 

"  Let  no  man  say  when  he  is  tor>ipt- 
cd,  I  am  tempted  of  God:  for  God  can- 
not be  tempted  with  evil,  neither tcmpt- 
eth  he  any  man." 

Now,  as  to  God's  tempting  Abniliam, 
there  is  no  evil  connected  with  the  text. 
The  passage  in  St  James'  Epistle,  i. 
IS,  is  quite  different  from  that  of  Abra- 
ham, which  the  connection  wmU  shov*'. 
Thel2ihv.  is,  "Blessed  is  the  mau 
that  endurctJi  temptation  :  for  when  he 
is  tried,  he  shall  receive  the  crown  of 
life,  which  the  Lord  liath  promised  thwu 
that  love  him.''  This  was  true  to  Abra- 
ham. But  the  text  under  eonsideratiori 
has  reference  to  lust  aiid  enticement — 
quite  different  from  God'^s  tempting 
Abraliam.  Let  us  have  the  text: — - 
"  Let  no  mansay  whenihe  is  tempted,  I 
am  tenipted  of  God  :  (that  is  enticed  to 
lust,)  dor  God  cannot  be  tempted  wiih 
evil,  neither  tempteth  he  an.y  man." 

Thus  yoxx  will  sec,  that  temptwg  liorc 
^poken  of  has  reference  to  evil,  and  no 
"man  can  '  tempt  God  vith  evil,  neither 
tempteth  he  any  man  "  (to  do  evil.) 

llth  v.,  "  But  every  man  is  tempted, 
when  he  is  drawn  away  of  Ids  ovv'ii  lust, 
and  enticed."  To  show  further  the 
nature  of  the  tempting  in  the  text  I 
will  (paotc  the  loth  v. :  "  Tlijcn  wiien 
lust  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  fortli 


i 


34 


THE    P  ri  I  M  I T  I  V  E  B  A  P  T  I  S  T. 


Fin  :  ;iiul  sin,  when  it  is  iinished,  bring- 
vih  forth  death."— -Altogether  different 
from  God'riternpti'hg  Abraham.  Abra- 
liam  was  put  upon  the  trial  of  his 
fiiith,  bv  God's  tempting  him,  to  see  if 
lie  wouki  obey  him  in  ufflTing  up  liis 
only  son  Isaac,  whom  ho  loved.  But 
llie  tempting  now  under  eonsideration, 
was  of  our  own  sinful  flesh,  to  lust  like 
tlie  cliildren  of  Israel,  who  lusteth  after 
the  flesh  pots  of  Egypt.  This  text  in 
James'  Epistle  was  ealculated  to  put  the 
Churcli  of  God   upon   its   guard — if 


ure  is,  there  will  their  hearts  be  also. 
Is  it  so  with  you,  brethren  and  sisters? 
If  so,  I  cheerfully  congratulate  you  on 
your  journey  to  your  new  aiid  heaven- 
ly home,  so  much  meditated  on  and 
prayed  for  above  all  things. 

Dear  patrons  of  the  "Primitive,'* 
we  have  now  entered  on  the  labors  of  a 
liew  year,  and  what  scenes  we  may 
have  to  meet  with  are  yet  unknown  to 
you  or  me.  "We  may  have  heavy 
breakers  and  adverse  winds  to  contend 
with,  or  we  may  have  a  more  pleasant 
tempted,  not  to  say  "they  are  tempted  journey  througli  the  present  year  than 


of  God,"  but  to  charge  it  to  the  old 
fleshly  nature. 

Hence,  you  will  see,  that  I  view  the 
two  texts  correctly  translated — having 
different  mea  nings. — Ed. 


we  did  the  past.  (God  grant  it  if  it  bo 
his  blessed  will.)  Pray  for  me,  breth- 
ren and  sisters,  that  God  may  give  me 
grace  in  every  time  of  need;  that  I  may- 
be faithful  and  have  the  guidance  of 
the  Iloly  Spirit;  that  I  may  so  act  that 
THE  KEW  YEAEI  the  name  of  God  may  be  glorified,  and 

Dear  Brethren,  Sisters,  and  Pat-  that  our  souls  may  be  strengthened  and 
RONS  OF  "the  Primitive  Baptist  j  prepared  to  run  the  race  set  before  us, 
The  year,  eighteen-hundred  and !  looking  unto  Jesus  the  Author  and 
fifty -seven,  has  past  and  gonp — never  ]  Finisher  of  our  Faith.  In  many  of  tho 
to  return,  which  may  cite  us  to  our !  communications  sent  to  me,  there  h  J3 
licetincr  existence,  which  will  soon  passj  been  the  prayers  of  brethren   for  me, 


away  to  return  no  more  m  this  mode — 
and  the  place  which   knows   us  now. 


will,  soon,   know  us  no  more. 


The 


that  God  would  be  my  helper;  and  I 
hope  their  prayers,  in  some  degree,  have 
been  answered,  which  often  makes  me 
while  low  in  the  valley 


year  1858  has  now  swiftly  rolled  on  |  feel  thankfu 
which  niav  remind  UP,  that  after  death  |  of  humility.    0!  brethren,  I  still  be- 
we  will  be  in  another  mode  of  existence  speak  your  prayers  that  I  may  conduct 

 never  before  fully  experienced. —  j  the  "Primitive"  righteously,  and  have 

"  For  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  ^  grace  given  me  that  I  may  bear  up  un- 
shall  be  ;  but  when  he  (Christ,)  shall  j  jer  persecution  patiently,  and  endure 
appear,  we  shall  be  like  him,"  if  v/e  are  ^  })j^i.(;]uess  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus 
what  we  profess  to  be.  I  Christ,  the  Captain  of  our  salvation. 

I  believe  it  is  the  great  concern  of  ;Pray  for  me,  brethren,  that  I  may  live 
mind  of  all  heaven-born  souls  to  search  f^ternally  with  you  in  heaven,  as  I  am 
themselves  to  ascertain  whether  they  |  (j'^qjgi^^ed  to  live  with  you  in  this  world, 
liave  a  part  in  the  inheritance  of  God  |  j  ^^^^.^^g  j  g|^^^l j  g^Hl  j^qj,^  go  -^^ 
with  Christ.  A  man  has  but  little  con-^  ^^^^^^^^^.^^^^^^^^  gl^^H  ^^j,^ 
cernment  of  mind  about  an  estate  inj  ^^^^  ^^^jj^  ^^^j.  oppresser,  and  God 
which  he  has  no  hope  that  he  shall  be  i  iji.nself  shall  wipe  iiU.  tears  from  our 
an  heir;  but  if  he  is  an  heir,  his  mind 'eyes.  * 
will  often  be  upon'  it.  So  is  it  withi  [  thank  you,  dear  patrons,  for  the  fa- 
God  b  childievi.— For  where  their  iruus- '  yt).i;  you  have  afforded  me  through 


the 


